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Abstract

The healing faith in Guanyin Bodhisattva represents a vernacular practice within the Sinicization of Bud-
dhism, fundamentally grounded in invoking Guanyin's compassionate vows to achieve physical and mental
rehabilitation. This study focuses on Hainan Island in the South China Sea region, tracing the evolution of this
faith from its roots in Indian Buddhist canonical texts to its manifestation in Chinese folk rituals, with partic-
ular emphasis on its integration with maritime culture and local deities. The aim is to deeply uncover the un-
derlying meanings and values embedded in the Guanyin healing faith, demonstrate its unique role in contem-
porary psychological counseling and physical rehabilitation, and thereby offer a multidimensional perspective
for exploring the relationship between religion and health.
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