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Abstract
General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out: “The distinctive features, style and spirit of China's philoso-

phy and social sciences are products of development at a certain stage. Following the thinking of basing
ourselves on China while drawing on foreign experience, exploring history while grasping contemporary
realities, caring for humanity while facing the future, we will strive to develop philosophy and social sci-
ences with Chinese characteristics.”The year 2026 marks the 10th anniversary of General Secretary Xi
Jinping s important speech at the Symposium on Philosophy and Social Sciences and the 105th anniversary
of the founding of the Communist Party of China. Looking back over the Party’s century-long struggle,
attaching importance to cultural development is a fine tradition and political strength of our Party, as well
as a vital experience accumulated throughout its hundred-year journey. During the New Democratic Rev-
olution, especially the Yan’an Period, the Party opened a new chapter in the development of philosophy
and social sciences and accumulated initial experience for its advancement. The prosperous development
of philosophy and social sciences in the Yan’'an Period has left us valuable historical experience, including
the Party’s high priority, firm political leadership, unity with and respect for intellectuals, and exemplary
leadership by Party leaders. This experience is consistent with and echoes the spirit of General Secretary
Xi Jinping s Important Speech of May 17. By systematically sorting out the historical context behind the
thriving philosophy and social sciences of the Yan’an Period, and combining the achievements China has
made in philosophy and social sciences over the decade since the delivery of the Important Speech of May
17, this paper explores how to draw wisdom from historical experience to accelerate the development of an
independent knowledge system for philosophy and social sciences with Chinese characteristics on the new
Jjourney of the new era.
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