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Abstract
In the era of artificial intelligence (Al), transformations in Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) diagnostics

are reshaping the logic and modes of tacit knowledge production. This paper explores two pathways of Al
participation in TCM tacit knowledge production: first, facilitating the explicitation of weak tacit knowledge
through big data and intelligent devices to enhance information collection, analysis, and uncover latent as-
sociations; second, engaging in the production of strong tacit knowledge and even "dark knowledge" via
human-machine collaborative diagnostics, enabling knowledge innovation and integration. However, the gap
between Al's algorithmic world and TCM's imagistic world risks generating "knowledge bubbles," threatening
knowledge reliability. The article argues that bridging this divide and gradually eliminating such bubbles re-
quire advancing embodied Al and deepening human-machine synergy.
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