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Abstract

This study employs a fieldwork approach, utilizing observations and in-depth interviews to collect multi-
source discourse on the issue of “migrant workers’ wage claims.” Through the investigation, an asymmet-
ric multi-actor discourse game model is constructed. Key findings of the study include (1)Internal to the
discourse, a closed-loop system formed by multiple entities. Due to the high costs associated with litigation
time and expenses, migrant workers often leverage government platforms to engage in a tripartite dis-
course game with enterprises, resulting in a discourse loop wherein wage claims are directed at the gov-
ernment, which in turn pressures the enterprise, which then shifts responsibility back to subcontractors and
the migrant workers themselves. (2) External to the discourse, a triadic conversion structure of “resourc-
es-discourse-energy”’ emerges, interacting across three-dimensional energy waveforms within temporal,
spatial, and value dimensions. Migrant workers often resort to discourse compromises, sacrificing part of
their claims to expedite the process of wage claims. Their discourse structures and game strategies influ-
ence mediators’ verbal inclinations and turn-taking control, manifesting as energy compensation effects
within the asymmetric discourse game. (3) The discourse subjects display a pattern of resource descent. Mi-
grant workers demonstrate “age declining-embracing weakness” characteristics, with the post-90s cohort
tending towards proactive wage-claiming strategies, while the post-70s cohort generally adopts a weaker
stance, which often yields more favorable game outcomes. A “resource descent-regional disparity” struc-
ture emerges at the grassroots government level, reflecting regional differences in the diversity and accessi-
bility of wage-claim discourse channels for migrant workers. This finding suggests that labor-related legal

regulations are in a continuous state of refinement.
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